Additional Information

| bring a different perspective to the issues of housing and mental health. | believe these issues are the most
important priorities that are facing Kojonup and impact on our ability to attract more people to the town.
Statistics from the Great Southern Needs Assessment 2022-2024 which was conducted by the WA Country
Health Service identified the following:
Mental Health is the leading cause of disease burden

- 36% of adults are obese

- 16% of adults have high blood pressure

- 21% of people are aged over 65

- Vulnerable groups experience social isolation.

The impact of mental health still remains a social stigma within our communities. We need to promote
activities which bring different groups together to socialise, promote understanding, and develop a safe
environment in which everyone can feel comfortable in discussing issues that are of concern to them or which
they feel comfortable in sharing their culture.

I would like to see more markets in Kojonup that showcase our craftwork and food. Perhaps if there are
opportunities for children and family activities after sporting events on the weekends to sit down and relax, but
which are aimed towards different groups, this could bring an awareness of other groups in the community.
Our seniors have a wealth of experience and we have not fully learnt how to engage this group of people with
purposeful work within our communities, so that they know that are valued members of the community.

| seek your support in electing me as a councillor to the Kojonup Shire, and | will be available to discuss with
you your issues, concerns and solutions and work to make Kojonup a more inclusive community.




